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BERLJIND GAP.

Its 'Imparlance as a Strategic Point

'During the War.

MHOUfoGAN'S CAMPAIGN.

OjammisHion of the Seventh
ivliiiora Army of the Ohio.

THBD SmONOTEQiLD FALLS.

SldRWlftal Gnsratltoiip Com pals
Sits Evacuation.

myjiwnrr.iyiny. 42 ohio, asiuvaxd, o.

aih idSsuomfttwro of Humphrey Marshall
hyBon.Rrfiold in tho Big Sandy Valley

and ltAio dufoet of Gon. Zollicoffor by Gen.

Thomas a( Mill Spring loft the vast army
of Gon. iBuell free, alter the capture of Forts
Heavy ana" Donelson, to operate Bouthward,

capture tilie capital of Tonueasee, aud hoizo

that important Southern highway and artery
of communication, the Mmphia & Charles-

ton (Railroad. In order to execute that im-

portant movement without danger of n

movement upon Bucll's reir from Southeast-

ern Kentuolcy it became imporuint that the
Confederate force at Cumberland GapBhould

bo held an check, or, what would be better
still, the Gap captured and that strong gate-

way from East Tennessee into Keutucky
closed. Por this special service a new com-mau- d

was organized by order of Gen. Buell,
with the designation of " Seventh Division,
Army of the Ohio." The order was issued
on the 28th of March, 1862, and Brig.-Gc- n.

George W. Morgan, of Ohio, a veteran officer,

who had been educated at West Point and
had fonght in the Toxas and Mexican wars,
was assigned to the commaud of the new
division.

CUMBERLAND GAT,

which has been by someone denominated
the " Gibraltar of America," is situated at
the poiut of junction between Tennessee,
Kentucky and Virginia. If you should
stand upon the lofty peak that overhangs
the notuh from the east, you might look

BfflBfesrW' TOP iS' mtsr
Gen. George "V. Morgan.

down upon three States and see iu the blue,
hazy distauce the mountain range of West-

ern North Carolina. Cumberland Gap is a
deqp opaning or olaft in the top of the Cum-

berland range, which for more than a hun-dro- d

utiles forms the boundary line between
Virginia and Kentucky. This celebrated
mountain pubs is 1,000 feet above the val-

ley at either bnso of the range, and on the
east towers n lofty peak 1,000 feet higher.
The southern faee of the mountain is
rough, irregular aud precipitous, and is
impracticable for military movements. It
is impregnable oven against the attacks of
infantrjyoxeopt by way of the road, which
was constructed many years ago at State
expense. The building of the road involved
great eugineenng skill.

During the war Cumberland Gap was a
position of much strategic importance, boing
a great natural stronghold aud key to the
States of Tomioseue, Kontucky and Virginia.
The military importance of that "American
Gibraltar w was koonly appreciated by both
ipartiioB to tho groat controversy. Gen.
Braxton Bragg, in one of his official reports,
designates the ptws as "the gateway to the
heart of the Confederacy." That nrtory of
oommorue and importaut line of communi-
cation, the railroad which conneots Kieh-inon- cl

with the Gulf Suite, passes through
the States of TonnosHuc, Kontucky and Vir-gini- a.

The advantage to both sids of tho
X)OHesnion of that railroad is appatont at a
glance to the most casual student of mili-
tary operations.

Knoxville, then the metropolis of East
Tennessee, is 00 miles to the southward of
Cumberland Gap. Ninety miles to the
northeast is Pound Gap, the only point iu
that direction at which an army encum-
bered with nrUllory could pass the mount-
ains. Nineteen miles to the westward of
Cumberland Gap is Kogors Gap, whore the
mountain is less rugged and abrupt, and it
was known that lightly-lade- n wagons some-

times passed the mountains at that point.
Still westward about 15 miles is Big Creek
Gap, a deep listmrc in the mountains, open-
ing abruptly from the bed of Big Creek to the
crest of the mountain. That defile was ob-

structed by fallen timbor and rocks for u
distance of 18 milos north waid.

With this description of tho situation of
Cumberland Gap and its environs, wc re-

turn to
mill SEVENTH DIVISION,

under Gon. Morgan, concentrating at Cum-berlan- d

Ford. Iu 18G1, Maj.-Go- u. Don Car-
los Buell was in command of the Army ol
tho Ohio. Toward the close of that year hu
ordored Brig.-Ge- n. S. P. Carter, of East Ton-nesse- q,

to occupy Cumberland Ford, J 4
jnilesnortli of Cumberland Gap. Gen. Car
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Map of the
ter's force consisted of six regiments of in-

fantry, one battery of artillery, and a bat-

talion of cavalry. The object of the expedi-

tion was, if possible, to wrest the Gap from in
the enemy, then to occupy tho place with a and
small force; and if that plan were not found
feasible, to observe and report operations.

The Seventh Division, as originally or-

ganized, comprised four brigades of infan-

try,
the

composed as follows:
Twenty-fourt- h Brigade, Brig.-Ge- n. S. P.

Carter commanding, composed of tho 1st an
Tenn., CoL R. K. Byrd ; 2d Tcnn., Col. J. P.
T.Carter; 7th Ky., CoL T. S. Garrard, and the
49th Ind., Col. James Kaigwin.

Twenty-fift- h Brigade, Brig.-Ge- n. Jas. A.
Spears, commanding: 3d Tenn., CoL L. C.

Houck; 4th Tenn., CoL Robert Johnson ; 5th
Tenn., CoL James T. Shelly; Gth Tenn., CoL

James A. Cooper.
Twenty-sixt- h Brigade, CoL John F. Do

Courcey commanding; 16th Ohio, Lieut.-Co-l.

G. W. Bailey ; 22d Ky., CoL D. W. Lind-se- y;

42d Ohio, CoL L. A. Sheldon.
Twenty-sevent- h Brigade, Brig.-Gc- n. A.

Baird commanding; 33d Ind., CoL John Co-bur- n;

14th Ky., CoL J. C. Cochrane; 19th
Ky., CoL W. J. Laudrum.

Besides the regiments of infantry named,
the division conUiinod the 1st Wis. battery
of artillery, six Capt
J. T. Foster; 7th Mich, battery, six
Kodman guns, Capt. C. H. Lamphire; 9 th
Ohio battory, two 12-pou- nd howitzers and
two 20-pou- ud cannon, Capt. Wetmorc; and
eight heavy siege guns, commanded by
Lieut. Dan Webster. Tho division contained
also a battalion of cavalry, under the com-

mand of Col. Mundy, of Kentucky ; Capt.
W. F. Patterson's Corps of Engineers, and a
Signal Corps, under the charge of Lieut. II.
G. Fisher, consisting of three officers and 10

men. Gen. Morgau's personal staff wore:
Capt Charles O. Johns, Adjutant-Genera- l;

Lieuts. E. D. Saunders, Robert Montgomery
and Charles S. Mundy, Aids-de-Cain- p ; Capt
M. C. Barber, Aasistaut Quartermaster; Capt
Matt Adams, Assistant Commissary, and
Capts. Sydney A. Lyon and W. C. Craighill,
Engineers. The division had an

AGGREGATE STRENGTH OF 12,500 MEN.

As soon as the roads became passable Gen.
Morgan began to concentrate his troops at
Cumberland Ford. Ho the ford
early in April, 1802, and found Gen. Carter's
troops, which wore occupying tho place,
threatened with scurvy, badly clad, and in- -
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Marching Under Difficulties.
differently armed. Iu tlie same battalion
were found muakels of three or four differ-
ent calibers. As a consequence tho morale
and offocUvoneas of Carter's little force was
not fiist-cJaw- . A contract was at once made
for buof cattle nuftlcient for Morgan's entire
command, which wore delivered and slaugh-
tered twice a week. The arms of various

In Iho prujiui-Htlo- n of tliohc hvHoIch I nm ran-lti1nl- ly

ufdwi hy vaiuablo dutu kindly furnished mo
Uy Oon. Moruu,
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Tekiiitory Adjacent to Cujiberland
calibers, which were mingled together with
reckless incongruity in the same regiment,
were redistributed, and uniformity of caliber of

tho respective regiments thereby secured,
all munitions were brought to tho front.

The maintenanccof so largo a force, at that
season of tho year, in a barren and waste coun-
try a wilderness which did not " blossom as

rose " more than 80 miles from tho near-

est base of supply, and connected with itby n
road barely passable for freight wagons, was

undertaking of more than ordinary mag-

nitude. The organization and victualing of
Seventh Division was in hand, however,

B M.
C.
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A Cavalry Picket.
and the risk and difficulties indicated must
be encountered and overcome. Tho Crab
Orchard road was at once repaired nnd put
into passable condition, nnd all possible
facilities for transportation were augmented.

Tho troops were necessarily put upon
short rations, but they bore their deprivation
bravely aud without a murmur, devoting
themselves to their duties with soldierly
alacrity, and rapidly progressed in tho work
of organization nnd discipline. Tho routiuo
of duty consisted of gnard and picket duty;
six hours daily of drill, reviews and parades.
Twelve miles distant nnd in distinct view
was the great fortress, Cumberland Gap.

Thcro is a barren wilderness comprising
an area of 100 miles east, west nnd north of
the Gap, very sparsely inhabited, which is
scarcoly capable of supplying breadstuff to
the few inhabitants within its limits. Gen.
Morgan was constrained through force of
circumsUuiccs to establish anew base of sup-
plies at Lexington. He reached Cumber-
land Ford in the midst of tho rainy season,
and tho roads were in a terrible condition.
It was with the utmost difficulty thnt n
small train of 10 or 12 wagons

MADE FOUR MI LIS A DAY.
Forage for the mules and horses had to be
transported in tho same way nnd over the
same route, and loads were restricted to
1,000 pounds per wagon. Gen. Morgan
might have mitigated tho inconvenience of
supplying his entire division at Cumberland
Ford by leaving u portion of it in the neigh-
borhood of Lexington until tho forward
movement was made; but his division was,
in the main, composed of raw levies, and ho
deemed it most urgent and important to
concontrato the entire command, so that
uniform discipline aud drill might bo im-

parted, even at tho disadvantageous ex-

change of comparative case and comfort for
deprivation, hardship and exposure.

The main traveled roads from Lexiugton
and Knoxville meet in Cumberland Gap,
and tho railroad connecting Richmond
with th9 other insurgent States touches
Knoxville and CbaUanooga. East Tennessee
and the Virginia & East Tennessee Rail
road ouco in tho possession of an adequate
Federal force, the evacuation of Virginin
would have becomo imperative. The Confed-
erate army, in that event, would have been
driven southward or hemmed in by tho
Federal armies between the mountains and
tho Atlantic coast Should East Tennessee
have been made tho theater of active mili-
tary operations, tho Confederate army of
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Gap.
Virginia would have been placed at woful
disadvantage between tho Federal armies

the Potomac and of East Tennessee.
Tho position of tho Confederates in Vir-

ginia wonld thereby have been rendered
untenable, as tho reader can readily seo.
East Tennessee constituted n Confederate
department, held by Gen. E. Kirby Smith,
with a movablo force of 18,000 to 20,000 men,
with the great gateways to that territory,
Chattanooga and Cumberland Gap, in his
possession. Gen. Buell left it to the sound
discretion of Gen. Morgav whether ho should
boldly advance upon Cuj. borland Gap, or so
dispose his force as to closely observe the
enemy and bide his time to effect the cap-

ture of that rebel stronghold.
Gen. Morgan, after a close nnd diligent

study of the situation, determined to move
upon Cumberland Gap, held by Brig.-Ge- n.

L. Stevenson with a force of 5,000 men,
and attempt its capture. He executed two
reconnoissances of the enemy's position one
secrctandtheothernrmed which discovered
the enemy in such strength as to induce Gen.
Morgan to abandon the contemplated attack
in front

THE ENEMY'S TOSITION
was about as follows: The mountain-presente- d

an abrupt and ragged wall of rocks,
earth, underbrush and timber, with but
meager facilities for wagon transportation.
There is a passable wagon road leading
through Pound Gnp, 90 miles to tho east
ward ; butit was under constant surveillanco
by the enemy, as was Baptist Gap, north of
the mountains nnd eight miles distant from
Cumberland Gap. It would have been very
difficult, ifnot absolutely impossible, to effect
a passage nt either of these Gaps in the face
of the determined resistanco Morgan would
have encountered had he attempted n pas-

sage at either point Besides these there
were Big Creek Gap, 25 miles, and Rogers
Gnp, 35 miles to tho westward of Cumberland
Gnp.

There is butlittle depression in the mount-
ain at Rogers Gap, and the mountain would
havo been easier of accent on tho north-er- a

and of descent on the western side,
had it not been obstructed by fallen timber
nnd huge boulders. The face of tho mount
ain is less rugged and broken than nt the
other points named. Tho apology for a road
leading through Big Creek Gap followed n
deep gorge and was heavily blockaded by
fallen timber for many miles northward.
That route was considered impracticable for
the movement of an army with artillery.

Gen. Morgan, in his official roport of tho
capture and occupation of Cumberland Gap,
dated at that place, Juno 22, 18G2, says :

It was universally believed Hint the ronto through
Cumberland flap was tho only one practicable with-
in a range of SO miles for the movement of an army
with cannon ; nnd aa it vras, our horsed were fre-

quently without forage and the troops on half n.

To have three days1 rations ahead was n
subject of rejoicing.

Gen. Morgan sent Spears with his brigade
to remove tho blockade between tho north of
Big Creek Gap nnd Pine Knob, with special
instructions to closely observe the enemy;
aud in tho event of his being threatened or
attacked by a superior force to fall back upon
Cumberland Ford nnd Barboursville. No
sooner had Spears begun to remove the ob-

structions than Kirby Smith sent Brig.-Ge- n.

Barton with a division of troops to tho
mouth of Big Creek Gap.

Upon learning of tho movements and posi-

tion of Barton, Morgan decided to pass tho
mountain nt Rogers Gap and attack him in
front, while Spears was directed to pass tho
mountain by an ill-defin- ed path called Elk
Gap, six miles to the westward of Barton's
position, and fall upon his rear and

ATTACK WITH ENERGY

as soon as he heard Morgan's guus. In
pursuance of this plan an advance-guar- d

composed of a battalion of cavalry and the
7th Ky. was thrown forward six miles on the
Clear Creek road, Do Courcoy's Brigado fol-

lowing, and advanced to tho Moss House, on
tho road leading toward Rogers Gap, when
information was received thut Barton had

withdrawn his command from Big Creek to
Cumberland Gap. Gen. Spears continued
the work of removing the blockade, when
Smith, determined to cut him off, advanced
from Knoxville with a force numbering
nearly 8,000 infantry and a battalion of
cavalry toward Woodson's Gap.

When the head of Smith's column reached
Clinton, eight miles to the northward of
Knoxville, Mrs. Edwards, a brave and loyal
woman, ono of whose sons wa3 in the Con-

federate army and another in tho Federal
army, by a secret path crossed the mount-
ains, nnd, riding all night, reached Gen.
Morgan's headquarters at Cumberland Ford
early in the morning, and informed Morgan
of Smith's movements. Morgan at onco dis-

patched couriers to Spears, directing him to
fall back. Spcars's Brigade was promptly
withdrawn, and Smith returned discomfited
to Knoxville. His prey had eluded him,
and he was chagrined and mortified. The
generalship of Morgan and the loyal devotion
of tho East Tennessee woman had been too
much for him.

To mask Kirby Smith's advance upon
Spears CoL Raines made a feint against
Cumberland Ford on the same day on which
Smith reached Woodson's Gap. On the 15th
of June the advance-guar-d moved for-

ward, followed on the IGth by the brigade
of De Courcey, which had advanced to and
occupied the narrow defile at the Moss
House. As De Courcey moved out of the
defile it was promptly occupied by Baud's
Brigade. When Baird in turn moved out
the pass was occupied by Carter's Brigade.
The mask

WAS COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUL.

The head of Morgan's column had marched
40 miles and reached Rogers Gap, at the
south side of the mountains, before the en-

emy detected the plan or had obtained the
slightest intimation that Morgan had left
Cumberland Ford.

I have always thought, and am stUl con-

vinced, that a more difficult march than this
was never made by any army encumbered
with artillery. Eight of the guns were ex-

ceedingly heavy ; two were and
six were 20-pou- nd Parrotts. At some point3
on the lino of march it became necessary to
drag them over the Cumberland and Pine
Mountains by means of ropes, block and
tackle. At other places they were pulled
over the precipitous mountain paths by
"horsepower" 20 horses to the gun or
by 200 men to each piece. It reminded one
of Napoleon dragging his cannon over the
Alps.

Gen. Spears had almost completed his
task of removing tho obstructions at Big
Creek Gap. The laborious work of getting
the artillery and supply train over the mount-
ains determined Morgan to send Gen. Carter
to unite with Spears at Big Creek Gap.
Carter was directed to advance with Spears
along the Valley road, on the north side of
the mountains, to the foot of Rogers Gap,
a distance of about 15 miles.

At the junction of the Powell's Valley and
Knoxville roads is alarge and dense forest, in
which Gen. Morgan concentrated his little
army on the 16th of June. This position
was 45 miles to the northward of Knoxville.
Clinton, on the Clinch River, was one of the
Confederate depots of supplies, and Cum-

berland Gap was 20 miles to the eastward.
Gen. Morgan was now in position to threaten
either or all of tho points named. On thej
15th Morgan received a dispatch from Gen.
Spears, inclosing an order taken from an in-

tercepted courier from CoL Carter, of the
Confederate cavalry, to Maj. Bean, and dated
" Cumberland Gap, June 11, 1862," which
read as follows :

MajouBeas: Maintain your position If you pos-Blb- ly

can until The General intends
sending a force of artillery and Infantry down the
valley early in the morning to attack tho enemy.
Gen. Barton's force la on its way back Into the
valley. Dispatch to Col. Alston Immediately the
intention of tho General to move a force down tho
valley In the morning, and tell him that Gen-Stovcns- on

wishes him to dispatch to Gen. Barton
tho samo thing immediately. Tho dispatch should
eo bv wav of Clinton, if possible, as Gen. Barton
will soon move by that route. This post will not
bo evacuated; at least not now.

By command of Licut.-Co- l. J. E. Carter.
(Signed) J. D. Cakteb, Adjutant.

Kirby Smith had proceeded with his mov-

able force to tho relief of Chattanooga. When
he reached the Tennessee he learned for the
first time that Morgan was crossing the
mountains into Ea3t Tennessee, and was
threatening Knoxville, Cumberland Gap and
Clinton tho latter his most important depot
of supplies. Just before leaving Cumber-

land Ford, Morgan, the alert and wily
Federal commander, had caused to be circu-

lated a report that ho

EXPECTED LAEOE REINFORCEMENTS,

and that he would pass tho mountains im-

mediately upon their arrival. After he
entered East Tennessee, tho Knoville papers
estimated his force at 50,000 men. The
rebel cavalry occupied tho valley.

Morgan ordered his supply train to
coucentrato at Flat Lick, 22 miles from
Cumberland Gap, and collected supplies in
Powell's Valloy, upon which he subsisted his
troops. Smith, with all his available force,
except the command of Stevenson, at Cum-

berland Gnp, advanced into the big valley
south of Powell's River, and Morgan deemed
it of tho utmost importance to act with
promptness nnd celerity. He did not allow
Smith time to concentrate his force for tho
defense of Cumberland Gnp, or to fight him
in tho field.

A force of tho enemy was found in position
at Thomas's farm, a point nearly equi-dista- nt

from Rogers and Cumberland Gaps. It was
afterward ascertained to be a force sent out
by Smith to make observations. At an early
hour on the morning of June 18 Morgan's
command, in two columns of two brigades
each, with canteens filled with coffee, and a
lunch in haversacks, advanced by two par-

allel roads running from near Rogers Gap
nnd intersecting nt Thomas's form. As the
little army advanced the eyes of the soldiers
were dazzled by the exquisite and beautiful
panorama which opened before them. Away
to the east, a blue line on the refulgent hori-

zon, loomed in majestic grandeur the
mountains of North Carolina. Under their

feet the Cumberlands, with the clustering
foot-hil- ls at their base, trended northeast
and southwest ; in their rear lay the beauti-
ful hill country of Kentucky, all aglow in
the morning sun with a soft gold and purple
haze. Before them, dressed in the emerald
vestments of the early Summer time, stretch-
ed Powell's Valley, with a silver line,
which marked the course of Powell's River,
meandering through it It wasa scene to
inspire admiration and cause the soldiers to
forget for the moment, through the poetic
beauty which surrounded them, the rude
business in which they were engaged.

The movement was made without noise or
confusion, and the column halted for break-
fast about two miles from the advanced post
of the enemy. When about forming his line
of battle Morgan learned that the enemy
had retired from Thomas's dnring the night,
and that Stevenson was

EVACUATING CUMBERLAND GAP.
This latter information was brought by a
soldier named Reynolds, of the 1st Tenn.,
who by a rugged path had crept along the
mountain-top- s and cautiously approached
Cumberland Gap. He was astonished to see
the whole garrison in utter confusion, de-

stroying its tents, gun carriages and equi-

page, and preparing for precipitate flight
Hurrying back along the dizzy hights

the hold mountaineer told his story. Mor-

gan pushed rapidly forward, and the head of
the column entered Cumberland Gap only a
few hours after the rebel rear-guar- d had
left In his report of his operations Gen.
Morgan says:

Tho result secured by strategy Is less brilliant
than a victory gained am Id the storm and hurricane
of battle, but humanity has gained all that glory
has lost, and I am sitisiied.

As showing the high appreciation of thi3
bloodless victory by tho Department Com-

mander and the Executive and War De-

partment at Washington I append the fol-

lowing order and message of congratulation :

Headohs Akmv op thk Ohio.
IIU3TSVIl.Le ALA., July 11, 1862.

General Orders, No. 29.
The General commanding the Army of the Ohio

takes pleasure in announcing1 the success of an us

and hazardous oarapaign by tho Seventh
Division, Brig'.-Ge- n. George V. Morgan command-ln- s

by which the enemy's fortified position at
Cumberland Gnp was turned and his forces com-

pelled to retreat as our troops advnnccd to attack.
The General commanding thanks Gen. Morgan
and the troops of the Seventh Division for the abil-

ity displayed In the operations against this Impor-
tant stronghold and for the energy, fortitude and
cheerfulness which they exhibited In their struggle
with difUcuIti'es of the most formidable. magnitude
for an army.

By command of Maj.-Gc- n. Buell.
JAS.B.FBT,

Colonel and Chief of Staff.

In addition was the following letter con-

veying tive thanks of tho President and War
Department :

"WAsnnfGTOS--
, Jane 22, 1862.

Brig.-Ge- n. Geo. "W. Mokgas.
Sin: This Department has been highly gratified

with your successful occupation of Cumberland
Gap, and commends tho gallant conduct of your
officers and troops, to whom you will express tho
thanks of tho President and the Departments

With thanks for your diligence and ability, I re-

main yours, truly, E. 31. Stanton,
Secretary of "War.

ITo be continued.'

TOOK CAItOUDTE."
At a Grand Army Campfiro at Savannah, Tenn.,

some time ngo. one of the most honored guests
was "Caroline." an old TJ. S. Army mule. She
was decked with Hags, one of which bore the in-

scription "Hero's er Mule," nnd was ridden at
the head of the procession, to the speakers' stand,
by the oldest soldier present, where the following,
contributed by Comrade K. K. Baird, Co. C,2d Ohio
Cav., was sung, to the tune of "Maryland, my Ma-
ryland," amidst great applause.
O hail, all hall to the army mule,

Caroline, old Caroline;
She went through the racket calm and cool,

Caroline, old Caroline;
Her coat is rough, and her gait is slow
To what it was twenty years ago,
And she bears the marks of many a blow,

Caroline, poor Caroline.

She served her country wet and dry,
Caroline, poor Caroline,

'Till she got " I. C" brnnded on her thigh,
Caroline, poor Caroline:

Then the A. Q. M. her rations stopped.
And from the rolls her name was dropped.
And from pillar to post she has limped and hopped,

Caroline, poor Caroline.

Could you but talk, what a tale you could tell,
Caroline, poor Caroline,

Of tiie murderous work of shot and shell,
Caroline, poor Caroline;

But alas, old friend, you can only bray.
And call for your rations of outs and hay,
"Which you ought to have three times a day,

Caroline, poor Caroline.

I fear, old friend, your rations are out,
Caroline, poor Caroline,

And if you don't look sharp you will go np the
spout,

Caroline, poor Caroline;
For you know full well the hardiest of steeds
Can't live exclusively on island weeds,
You must mixsomething stronger with your feeds,

Caroline, poor Caroline.

Then hall, all hail to the army mule,
Caroline, poor Caroline.

And let us apply the golden rulo
To Caroline, poor Caroline;

Long may she live. long may she wave.
And when she dies, till an honorad grave,
Of one that helped tho Union to save,

Caroline, poor Caroline.

A Level Head.
Omaha World.

First Omaha Bachelor I am afraid that
beautiful Miss Millon is alittlo flighty.

Second Omaha Bachelor On the contrary,
she's tho most level-heade- d girl I ever know.

' Can't seo how you got that nlon. Last even-
ing sho porsisted m demanding that I must
teach her how to play poker."

" Great Cesar ! I liopo you didn't do it."
" Xo, I thoiighlesaly told her at first that I

did not know how.and after thnt didn't want
to let her know I lied, don't you know."

" You're saved, my boy. Pop as soon as you
wish."

'flncss you are a little wild, too."
"Not a bit of it. She made the same request

of me, and after I had taught her tho game, sho
quietly stated that she would never give hor
hand and fortune to a man who know how to
gamble."

m

lie Saved Her.
Boston Transcript.

"Ah, doctor, you hero!" murmured Mrs.
Rngofiz, upon coming to herself after a fainting
fit; "I am indebted to you for my life." "Not
your life, mudame," replied tho doctor, with a
graceful bow, "but perhaps I have helped you
in another way. All tho women here declared
you had fainted, but with your complexion,
madame, tho thing was absurd. I therefore in-

sisted that you wore rendered uucouscious by a
rush of blood to tho head."

Not a Family Man.
ILife.

"Gimme a couple o' tickets fwr tho show,"
said a countryman at tho box-offic- e.

" Yes, sir; for the family oinslo?"
"Sh !" warned the countryman, and then he

whispered :
"No. not fer the familv circle. You sue I'vo

only been married 'bout four hours, mister. Just
put us in 'aiong the young folks.

IN RE AE OF YICKSBW.
m

Grant's Campaign that Bottled upiPemv

oerton's Army.
"

CROSSING THE RIVER

Below the City and Drirvingi tho
Enemy Before Hiim.

BATTLE OE PORT' (BOJBSOm

The First of the Series of Hap-id- ly

Succeeding Victories;.

BY MAJ. FEAKK SWIOART, LOaANBPOBT, KTO.

Gen. Grant had during tho Winter and
Spring of 13G3 concentrated three army
corps at Milliken's Bend, on the west side of
the Mississippi River a few milea above
Vicksburg : the Thirteenth Corps, under tho
command of 3laj.-Ge-n. McClernand; tho
Fifteenth Corps, under Maj.-Ge- n. Sherman;
the Seventeenth Corps, under 3loj.-Ge- n Mc-

pherson. The Third Division of the Thir-
teenth Corps, the one to which I belonged,
was commanded by Maj.-Ge- n. A. P. Hovey.
Portions of all these commands had been
kept busy during February and March in
attempting to find a practicable water way
to the rear of that stronghold from abova
the town, so that Grant's army could be sup-
plied. All these had failed. He was com-

pelled to choose some other way to reach the
city. It was considered certain that th
gunboats could pass the batteries at Vicks-
burg and Warrenton as they had at Island
No. 10 and other places. If they could, h
could get the means to cross the river below
the batteries at some place that would give
him high and solid ground to campaign on.

In front of the town the river makes &

great bend to the east, then, striking th
hills upon which the city stands, it bends to
the west, forming a large peninsula of low
bottom land intersected by various channels
or oayons. 'inese low lands were at una
time much overflowed and wet The roads
in many places were submerged by the over-
flow of the river; bridges were gone or de-

stroyed. In order to make the route practi-

cable at all, much of the road
HAD TO BE COKDUBOYED

and many bridges replaced. By almost su-

perhuman efforts all this was accomplished
and the peninsula was crossed.

Well do I rememher the toils and1 labors
of that march. The lowlands were of such
a character that the troops moving over them
made the roads a deep, sticky, clinging mud

a kind that possessed great adhesive power,
especially when the shoe3 of the men or
wheels of the wagons and artillery earriagea
came, in contact with it. The men's feet
would gather such loads of it that it was
almost impossible for them to move at alL
So it was with the teams. Many of the men
were compelled to fall out of the line m con-

sequence of the mud sticking to their shoes,
and it was no uncommon thing to see 10 or
a dozen wagons stuck in tho mud at ono
time. Such things as these were calculated
to provoke the profanity of the men.

In addition to the hard service attendant
upon the movement of the troofw. ou some
occasions dry ground1 sufficient to eampupon
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Capturixg a Scout.
could not be fonnd. The men were com-

pelled to sleep on ground that was wet and
cold. Yet all these labors aud hardships
were cheerfully performed aud borne by ths
men. They would sometimes sing and some-

times swear, hut never complain.
Thus it went ou, day after day, until we

reached the river near New Carthage. It
was at first intended that we should march
to the river at that place, but when near
that town it was found that the levee of ths
Bayou Vklal had either given way because
of defects and the great pressure of the
water upon it, or it had been destroyed by
the rebels, so that our troops could only
reach that town hy boats. A few were
passed over in that way.

This means of transportation did not tally
with the energy with which that expedition
wae to be pushed. A new road

.VKUVXD 1UIE BSTRUGXIONi

was foundi, thd lfne of march. changedi,and


